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The Jewish Channel
comes to Boston
Mass. has a new source for Jewish arts

TheJewishAdvocate.com  AUGUST 1, 2008

By Lorne Bell
Advocate Staff

From the annual Boston Jew-
ish Film Festival to Brookline’s
kosher restaurants and the 106-
year-old Jewish Advocate, Greater
Boston is packed with Jewish cul-
ture. And in July, residents of the
Commonwealth were introduced
to yet another source of Jewish
arts and entertainment: The Jew-
ish Channel.

“Boston is a strong and highly
educated community when it
comes to consumption of Jewish
culture, and one that we think
will be particularly receptive to
our kind of content,” said Aaron
Hornung, spokesperson for The
Jewish Channel. “It’s a real
match for us.”

The Jewish Channel launched
in the New York metropolitan
area in late 2007 and has since ex-
panded to New Jersey and Con-
necticut, amassing more than
20,000 viewers. It is now available
to Massachusetts Verizon FIOS
subscribers as an “on-demand”
channel, meaning customers can
access all of The Jewish Channel’s
programming at any time for a
monthly $5.99 fee.

The channel is backed by a
team of television executives that
have worked for some of the in-
dustry’s most successful networks
and media companies, including
Showtime, The Food Network,
Rainbow and Time Warner. But
addressing the viewing needs and
desires of the Jewish community –
especially a community as diverse
as Massachusetts’ – is no easy task,
according to Hornung.

“The Jewish community has so
many different interests, it would
be strange to try to serve them all
with one program,” he said. “In-
stead, we have a multitude of pro-
grams that cover the spectrum of

politics, ideology, denominational
affiliations, education and cultural
proclivities, and viewers can
choose what they want to watch
and when they want to watch it.”

The network’s offerings in-
clude an extensive library of inde-
pendent Jewish- and Israeli-
themed movies, including
“Amen,” a 2002 film by Oscar-win-
ning director Costa-Gavras. The
movie examines the life of the
Nazi SS chemist who created Zyk-
lon B and his efforts to stop its use
in the gas chambers of the Holo-
caust. Other film genres are also
represented, like the 2005 docu-
mentary “Awake Zion,” which ex-
plores the similarities between Ju-
daism and Rastafarianism.

And although feature and doc-
umentary films make up 85 per-
cent of The Jewish Channel’s of-
ferings, original series and pro-
grams are also available. Viewers
can tune in to see in-depth discus-
sions with editors and journalists
from The Forward, New York’s
leading Jewish newspaper. The
ongoing series, “Rabbis Round-
table,” brings together rabbinical
leaders from every denomination
to discuss issues and current
events affecting the Jewish com-
munity at home and abroad. And
subscribers can access a wide
range of news, lifestyle, holiday
and children’s programming.

Verizon FIOS spokeswoman
Heather Wilner said the compa-
ny’s customers demand new
and innovative viewing options,
and The Jewish Channel fills
that need.

“We are always looking at chan-
nels like [The Jewish Channel],”
said Wilner. “We have other types
of multicultural content in our
lineup and are in the process of
adding more. It’s definitely some-
thing we focus on.”

The Jewish Channel is not the

first Jewish-themed network to
hit the air. Shalom TV, the brain-
child of Rabbi Mark Golub,
launched in select markets in
2006 as a paid on-demand chan-
nel. The channel offers movies
and original programming, in-
cluding Talmud study, Hebrew
instruction and interviews with
authors, scholars and public fig-
ures from the American and Is-
raeli Jewish communities.

But in February 2008, Golub
decided to forgo charging view-
ers for Shalom TV, and the chan-
nel is now broadcast nationally
through Comcast. The decision,
he said, is a reflection of a chal-
lenging market.

“I don’t believe any Jewish
channel will make it as a pay chan-
nel – there aren’t enough eyeballs
to give it enough of a subscriber
base,” said Golub. “But The Jew-
ish channel may have a different
formula. [In-house] production is
the most expensive aspect, so they
may be able to succeed on what-
ever number of subscribers they
can get.” 

According to Hornung, The
Jewish Channel has been “wildly
successful,” and is rapidly gaining
subscribers. And the response to
the network’s films and original
programming, he said, has en-
couraged its cable carriers to ex-
pand into new markets.

“The Jewish community has
consistently made the choice to
pay for quality Jewish media,
whether through Jewish newspa-
pers, books, movies or cultural
events, and that is consistent with
the choices people are making [in
subscribing to] The Jewish Chan-
nel,” he said. “We have a lot of in-
terest and we’ve done well reach-
ing a critical mass that will keep us
going forward.”

The Jewish Channel welcomes staff members from The Forward for its The Forward Forum segment. 

NOAH B. GOODMAN
Attorney At Law
your Jewish advocate

• Estate Planning and Probate Law • Domestic Relations and Family Law
• Personal Injury • Employment Law • Business Planning • Real Estate

Law Offices of Noah B. Goodman
888 Worcester Street, Suite 260, Wellesley, MA 02482

781-237-6624 • Call 781-237-NOAH to protect your legal interests.

NGoodman@LawGoodman.com • www.LawGoodman.com

Our store is under the strict Orthodox supervision of
Rabbi Mordecai Twersky. All meats are deveined, soaked and salted.

The Original                     The Only
The BUTCHERIE Since 1964

New England’s Award Winning Kosher Super Market
Find us in Brookline....and No-Where Else

428 Harvard St. - 617-731-9888
Mon. & Tues. 7am-6pm • Wed. & Thurs. 7am-8pm •  Fri. 7am-2pm

Sun. 7am-4pm

PRICES EFFECTIVE SUN. 8/3 – FRI. 8/8

SUPER
SALE

8 Large

Natural Kosher Millers  

Potato, Cheese 

Natural Kosher

• Cheese Specials - Les Petite •
Sliced Cheeses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 oz 

$1.99

Fontina, Mozzarella, Havarti and Dill, Montery Jack, Havarti 

Quesadilla Chunk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 oz 
$1.99

Asadero Cheese Chunk . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 oz 
$1.99

Gouda Chunk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 oz 2 for
$5

Havarti Cheese Chunk. . . . . . . . . . 8 oz 2 for
$5

Pepper Jack Cheese Chunk . . . 8 oz 2 for
$5

String Cheese

Cholov Yisrael 12oz Large Bag
$4.79

. . . . . . . . . 6oz bag   
$3.99

Shredded Mozzarella Haolom .................8 oz 
$4.49

Shredded Mozzarella Cholov Yisrael ...2 lb$11.99

Yogurts Givat - Cholov Yisrael - 5 Flavors...............5 oz 69¢

• At Our Self Service Deli •
Fresh Salmon Fillet. . . . . . . lb

$8.99

Grilled Vegetables . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lb
$5.99

Poached Salmon Salad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lb
$7.99

• Prepared Foods •
Salmon Fillet Dinners w/Roasted Potato . . each

$7.99

Seafood Surimi Cake w/Scallion Aioli . pkg of 6
$4.99

Potato Burekas Israeli Style . . . . . . . . . . . . each
$1.25

Parve Blintzes -No Frying Necessary. . . . pkg of 6 
$3.99

• Grocery •
Sole Fillets Individually Quick Frozen . . 14 oz pkg 

$5.99

Fish Sticks Schindlers . . . . 24oz pkg 
$5.49

Blintzes Ratners • Potato or Cheese . . . . . . 6 pack 2 for
$6

Shiraz

Israeli Burekas or Mushroom. . . . . . . . . . 21 oz 
$3.99

Regular or Low Fat 

Whole Wheat Pizza Amnon . . . . . . Slices 
$11.99

Foulds Macaroni and Cheese . . . . . . pkg 99¢

Imported from Israel

French Pastry Dough . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 oz
$3.49

Veggie Burgers Zoglo - Parve . . . . . . . . . . . . pkg
$4.69

Corn Cutlets Zoglo - Parve . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . pkg
$4.69

We have a large selection
of Parve and Cholov Yisrael Ice Cream

SUPER
SALE

Homemade
Heat & Serve

Sea Merchants
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